American Sign Language (ASL)

The Ohio State University

College of Humanities: Department of English

English 101

Introduction to American Sign Language - ASL 101
5 Credit Hours

Winter 2008

Tuesday/Thursday, 1:30-3:18pm, Central Classroom 0340                                     

Instructor:  Mrs. Tia Jones

jones.2246@osu.edu
Phone: 292-5392

Office: 344A Arps Hall

Office hours:  Arranged by appointment only.

Mailbox: 327 Arps Hall

For additional information -contact Dr. Brenda Brueggemann, ASL Program faculty Leader; Coordinator of the ASL Program for the Department of English. (e-mail: brueggemann.1@osu.edu) 

Course Description

Speaking and listening skills in American Sign Language development at an informal conversational level; instruction occurs primarily in ASL without speech.

Prerequisite(s):  NONE

GEC Requirements

The American Sign Language (ASL) series, levels 1-4, fulfills the GEC Skills category.  Foreign Language coursework develops students’ skills in communication across ethnic, cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and helps students develop an understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought. Expected outcomes are:

· Students demonstrate basic skills of reception and expression in a language other than their native language. (Note: In ASL, reception and expression of this visual-spatial language are the equivalent of speaking, listening, reading, and writing in other more oral and print-based languages.)

· Students describe cultural, social, and communicative differences in a community and culture other than their own, and demonstrate an appreciation of these differences. 

Required Text(s) and course materials

a. Zinza, J. (2006). Master ASL! Level One. Burtonsville, MD: Sign Media, Inc.

*Note: This includes a hardcover textbook, soft cover workbook, and DVD.  You will be using these same texts in ASL 1-4, so do not resell them at the end of the quarter.
b. Access to the OSU Carmen course website and OSU email. (*check daily)

c. Selected readings will be available on Carmen and/or on closed reserve in the library (*state specific library and location).

d. Film(s) and video clip(s) shown during class.

e. Access to use of digital videocamera, DVDs, CDs, etc. for expressive tests.

f. Attendance at one or more Deaf community event. (This may be off campus)

Purchasing Text: OSU Bookstores, SBX, Barnes and Noble, or you can order it through

     Sign Media Incorporated (www.signmedia.com)

Objectives and Learning Outcomes
After successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Introduce self and interact in Deaf culturally appropriate ways.

2. Discuss aspects of and perspectives on Deaf Culture and Deaf Communities.

3. Ask and answer questions, both yes/no and WH.

4. Use basic ASL grammar structure, including rhetorical questions and topic/comment, directional verbs and the appropriate use of fingerspelling.

5. Incorporate number structures such as cardinal and special information into basic conversations.

6. Demonstrate appropriate usage of facial expression and non-manual markers.

7. Engage in conversations about a variety of basic topics including introductions, personal schedules, activities, classroom environments, etc
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COURSE GRADING CRITERIA
This class is worth a total of 1000 points.  The general breakdown is below.  Read further for more detailed explanations of each category.
Class Attendance, Participation & Homework*

        
                 200 points

Comprehension Tests: (3 x 120 points each)       
  
                             360 points

Two Expressive Assessments 




150 X 2 = 300 points


(one take-home, one in-class with partner)

Deaf Community Event & Reflection Essay:

    
          
                    80 points


Carmen Discussion readings & writings: (4 x 15 points each)

         60 points











    1000 points

*Read below for important policy regarding attendance, participation and self-study*
Attendance & PARTICIPATION POLICY

“An excused absence is defined by the university as:

1) Participation in a sanctioned University function. Students who participate in University sanctioned events must submit a copy of the events and their dates/times, signed by their coach/supervisor on OSU letterhead.  This is due to the instructor by the second week of the quarter.

2) A death in the family or of a close friend.  Students attending a funeral should bring some evidence of the event.

3) Observation of a religious holiday.  Students observing a religious holiday must inform the instructor within the first two weeks of class of the upcoming holiday(s) and the dates/times to be missed.

4) Unexpected illness with doctor’s excuse. Students absent due to illness must have a doctor’s excuse written on the doctor’s letterhead or with his/her seal, and have the date(s) of illness, the doctor’s signature, and the physician’s phone number and address.”

“Other legitimate excused absences are: subpoenas, jury duty, military service, and serious verifiable family emergencies. These require documentation.”
“PLEASE NOTE:  Although an excused absence will not count against your attendance and participation grade, you are expected to turn in assignments on time and it is your responsibility to contact your instructor to request a make-up for a test.  It is the student's responsibility to notify his/her instructor of any excused absence as far in advance as possible.  Make-up work will be permitted only when the instructor is presented with acceptable documentation.
If a test/assignment is missed due to an unexcused absence, points lost for participation cannot be “made-up”.  If you have to be absent or are ill, check the Carmen course page and/or contact a classmate to find out the assignments that you missed.”

ASL is a hands-on class…literally.  You cannot learn the language by merely watching me sign. Although it may be uncomfortable at first, I strongly encourage you to participate in class as much as possible.  The more you participate, the more you will learn.  Hence, the better your grade will be. 

Your instructor reserves the right to deduct up to five points from your grade each time you 1) show up unprepared to class or 2) do not adequately participate in signing activities/practice or 3) miss a class without an excused absence. Two points will be deducted for each instance of tardiness or leaving class early without a valid excuse.

ASSIGNMENT DETAILS

· Class Attendance, Participation & Homework*

        
      200 points

Class participation and attendance is heavily weighed in this course because it is so essential to your successful learning!  Students with consistent, thoughtful, respectful, active class participation will begin the quarter with 200 points and points will be deducted from your grade time each time you (see the above policy):

 1) Are unprepared for an assigned signing activity and/or homework –or-

 2) Do not adequately participate in all-class, small group, or partner signing activities-or-

 3) Are unprepared for a discussion or review of an assigned activity-or-

 4) Miss a class without documentation of a valid excuse (see policy below) –or-

 5) Tardiness or leaving class early. 

· Comprehension Skills Tests (3 x 120 points each)
             
       360 points

The three comprehension skills tests are announced on the syllabus.  They are intended to assess your understanding of signed material and grammatical concepts.  Tests are NOT made up – unless given PRIOR APPROVAL for a valid, university approved excused absence!!  

· Expressive Assessments (2 x150 points each)                      

      300 points

Each test is an assessment of your expressive language skills.  The individual test focuses on your ability to sign the meaning of a written English paragraph(s).  The partner test focuses on your ability to engage in a signed conversation. This means that you must be able to sign for yourself and understand what is being signed to you. You are also expected to use appropriate cultural behaviors to ask for or provide clarification and to show that you are following along with the conversation.  You will have one week to prepare for each test using the prompts given to you by the instructor. Tests/exams are videotaped for grading and student review purposes. 

THE FIRST EXPRESSIVE TEST: Students will be required to come to my office area to tape their expressive tests. This will take place outside of regular class time. The student will have until 3:00 pm of the Friday indicated in the Syllabus Schedule section of the syllabus to come and tape the test. The instructor will provide a schedule of available blocks of time for students to come in and tape their test. Students will sign up for a designated testing time. Students are required to show up at their chosen testing time. If the student does not show up for their designated time without 24 hour prior notification and approval for a valid, university approved excused absence, the student will NOT be allowed to make up the test.

THE SECOND EXPRESSIVE TEST will be taped and graded live during class with a partner. These can NOT be made up. Please be respectful to your partner and show up on time. Your teacher will provide the camera equipment.

· Carmen Discussion board postings: (4 at 15 points each)
       
      60 points

You will learn about several topics related to Deaf Culture throughout the quarter.  You will be asked to read two articles/short readings and then respond to them.  The instructor will post guiding questions on Carmen. You are required to post two responses to each set of questions. Following are the topics that will be read and responded to:

A) “How do people learn ASL?” (pp.22-25 Master ASL)- Unit 1 assignment

B) “The Promise of Culture” –Unit 2 assignment

 Each prompt will be opened on Carmen Discussion and all responses will be submitted on Carmen Discussion (not in email or hard copy). See syllabus schedule and Carmen for the due dates. All Discussion postings are due before the start of class on the due date.

NOTE: All Discussion Board postings should be two paragraphs long. They should be thoughtful, critical and carefully proofread for surface errors.  Keep in mind that this is a discussion in a college classroom; do not treat this like an IM conversation with a friend.   You MUST use complete English sentences with proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Points will be deducted for improper grammar, punctuation, and spelling, as well as for demonstration of a lack of thorough readings of texts, research, and classmates’ postings.  No late submissions will be accepted. 

· Deaf Community Event & Reflection Essay:                    
         80 points

Students will be required to participate in one event within the Deaf community during the quarter.  Listed on Carmen will be regularly scheduled and/or special events.  If you would like to attend an event that is not listed on Carmen or announced during class, you must submit your event to your instructor for approval. 

The basic requirements for the Deaf Community Event and Reflection Essay are listed below. Please see Carmen for more specific assignment requirements. 

· The total experience is a minimum of one hour.

· ASL should be the primary language used at the event. 

· It is preferred that you have a signed interaction with other participants.

· The essay is to be 2-3 typed pages, double-spaced, 12-size font, and completed in or compatible with Microsoft Word.

· Your essay is DUE by March 4th at the end of class





*Earlier submissions are welcomed and encouraged. 

NOTE: *If you are unable to attend a Deaf community event, you will write a 5-6 page research paper about a topic agreed upon by you and your instructor.*

EXTRA CREDIT:  Students may earn up to 10 extra credit points if they attend a second Deaf-world event and write a second reflective essay about it.  The extra credit event and essay must fulfill the requirements as explained in the syllabus and on Carmen for the required Deaf-world event.                                                                                                               
Writing Center


Students are expected to demonstrate college level writing skills for each assignment.  All members of the OSU community are invited to discuss their writing with a trained consultant at the Writing Center. Please call 614-688-4291 or visit www.cstw.org make an appointment or have an online tutorial.

Late Work Policy:

This policy applies to ALL work to be handed in throughout the quarter.  Late work will NOT be accepted.  If you are absent for ANY reason and wish to earn credit, you may do one of the following: 1) email your assignment (as an attachment) to me prior to the start of class to prove you have completed the work –OR- 2) put a hard copy in my mailbox (Arps Hall 327) prior to the class time it is due. 
Policies for Student Conduct
On your first day of class, you ill receive an instructor/Student contract detailing the code of student conduct expected from both parties throughout the quarter. The instructor and student will sign the contract, indicating that each agrees to abide by the code in order to provide a safe and encouraging learning environment for all. This is available for your reference on the Carmen course page. 

Courses in ASL may necessitate physical contact between students and/or instructor. This contact may include demonstrating culturally appropriate attention-getting behaviors, modeling deaf-blind communication, and/or remediating students’ sign production. 
SOME TIPS FOR YOUR SUCCESS IN ASL CLASSES:

1.  I WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL, so anytime you have concerns or problems, please let me know ASAP.

2. It is important that we create a learning environment free of distractions.  Please turn off ALL cell phones, beepers, etc. during class.  Do NOT bring food into the classroom. Drinks are okay.

3. NO WHISPERING( . See Instructor/Student Code of Conduct for more information.

4. USE ASL in and outside of the classroom!  Students who interact with native users in the community experience the most progress. Look for opportunities to use your new ASL skills.

5. Try to sit in a different seat for each class.  By the end of the quarter, you should have been in every seat and seen the instructor and your classmates from many different angles.  This is important for getting your eyes used to seeing the language from different angles.

6. Be realistic in your goals, but challenge yourself.  Don’t compare yourself to others, but honestly keep track of the growth of your own skills.  

7. Maintain a positive attitude.  Negative thoughts can put you into “shut down” and are self-defeating.  Develop ways to monitor relaxation and positive self-talk. Practice these techniques, and use them in class and during test situations. 

8. Take good care of your health. Eat, sleep and exercise!! With this in mind, you will be ready to learn.
Academic Misconduct: 

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities. Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty. Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.” 

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Such instances include, but are not limited to: plagiarism (representing as one's own work anything done by another), cheating on assignments or examinations, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), falsification of excuses, submitting work from a previous quarter without explicit permission of the current instructor, receiving or passing exam information to other students before, during or after the exam (cheating in this case applies both to the receiver of the exam information and the person who gives the information), and violation of course rules contained in the syllabus or provided in class.  Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct. This document is available at: http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University. 

DISABILITY STATEMENT
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services (http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu )at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE**This schedule is subject to change by instructor. Homework will be announced in class and posted on Carmen.**  
Week 1
Jan.3



Course Overview/expectations







Begin Unit One

Week 2
Jan. 8 & 10


Unit One continued
Week 3
Jan. 15 & 17


Unit One continued







Due on the 17th of Jan: 2 online postings in 








response to “How do people learn ASL?”

Week 4
Jan. 22 & 24


Complete Unit 1







Begin Unit Two







22nd of Jan - Comprehension Test #1 

Week 5
Jan 29 & 31


Unit Two Continued







DUE: EXPRESSIVE TEST #1 by 3:00pm 





on Feb. 1, 2008

Week 6
Feb. 5 & 7


Unit 2 Continued


Week 7
Feb. 12 & 14


Complete Unit Two







Begin Unit Three







12th of Feb – Comprehension Test #2







14th of Feb - Watch “For a Deaf Son” 

Week 8
Feb.19 & 21


Unit Three continued







Due on the 21st of Feb: 2 online postings in 






response to “The Promise of Culture”

Week 9
Feb. 26 & 28


Unit Three Continued







28th of Feb – In-class Expressive Test #2

Week 10 
March 4 & 6


Complete Unit Three







6th of March – Comprehension Test #3

Additional Resources:

a. Fingerspelling Practice : http://www.asl.ms/
b. MSU’s ASL Dictionary : http://commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm
c. ASLPRO (dictionaries+) http://aslpro.com/
d. Columbus Colony Housing and Elderly Care: http://columbuscolony.org/
e. The Ohio School for the Deaf: : http://ohioschoolforthedeaf.org
f. National Association of the Deaf: http://nad.org
g. Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf: http://rid.org/
h. American Sign Language Teachers Association: http://www.aslta.org/
i. Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center, Gallaudet University:    http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
